Spring 2016 Courses 

IRST 10101:01

MWF  9:25-10:15
Mary O’Callaghan
Beginning Irish I
No prior knowledge of the Irish language required.  This course provides an enjoyable introduction to modern Irish.  Energetic teachers in small classes teach basic language skills and prepare students to conduct conversations and read authentic texts.  Extensive use is made of role-play and interactive teaching methods.  Irish 10101 is a superb opportunity to learn a new language, explore Irish/Celtic culture, and investigate the linguistic politics of the only minority language offered at Notre Dame.  In addition to satisfying the language requirement of the College of Arts and Letters and the College of Science, Irish satisfies the popular Irish Language and Literature and Irish Studies minors’ requirements, and selected students will have an opportunity to study in Dublin, Ireland.  This class meets 3 days-a-week.  In lieu of a scheduled 4th class, students work independently on technology-based language/culture projects in the CSLC.
IRST 10101:02
MWF  10:30-11:20
Mary O’Callaghan
Beginning Irish I

No prior knowledge of the Irish language required.  This course provides an enjoyable introduction to modern Irish.  Energetic teachers in small classes teach basic language skills and prepare students to conduct conversations and read authentic texts.  Extensive use is made of role-play and interactive teaching methods.  Irish 10101 is a superb opportunity to learn a new language, explore Irish/Celtic culture, and investigate the linguistic politics of the only minority language offered at Notre Dame.  In addition to satisfying the language requirement of the College of Arts and Letters and the College of Science, Irish satisfies the popular Irish Language and Literature and Irish Studies minors’ requirements, and selected students will have an opportunity to study in Dublin, Ireland.  This class meets 3 days-a-week.  In lieu of a scheduled 4th class, students work independently on technology-based language/culture projects in the CSLC.
IRST 10102:01
MWF  11:30-12:20 
John Woods
Beginning Irish II

Second semester of instruction in the Irish language. More emphasis will be placed on reading simple texts in Irish.  This class meets 3 days-a-week.  In lieu of a scheduled 4th class, students work independently on technology-based language/culture projects in the CSLC. 
IRST 20103:01

MWF  12:50-1:40
Mary O’Callaghan
Intermediate Irish

Continuation of the study of the Irish Language with increased emphasis on the ability to read 20th-century literary work in the original Irish.

IRST 20118:01

TR  9:30-10:45
Sarah McKibbed
Modern Literature in Irish (Survey II)
This course offers an introduction to modern and contemporary Irish language literature. We will begin by tracing the influence of the Revival and cultural nationalism on the development of a modern literature in the Irish language. We will read key texts in the light of the national narrative, taking note of cultural change and contested identities in considering the specificities of a literature that can trace an unbroken line to what is often described as the oldest vernacular literature in Europe. Among the texts discussed will be work by Pearse, Ó Conaire, the Blasket autobiographies, Ó Cadhain, Ó Ríordáin, Ní Dhomhnaill, Mac Lochlainn among others. All texts will be read in translation. Relevant documentaries will also be used and shown in class to further illustrate and elucidate the work of particular authors.
IRST 20203:02
TR  12:30-1:45
Peter McQuillan
Intermediate Irish II

An advanced course focusing on reading and translating a variety of texts in the Irish language.  We concentrate on further development of reading, interpretive, and technical skills mastered in previous language courses (IRLL 10101, IRLL 10102, IRLL 20103).  Texts from various authors and historical periods allow students to taste different writing styles:  contemporary fiction, journalism, literary criticism, historical and cultural texts.  Emphasis will be on sentence structure, stylistics and syntax. Students are required to have earned a high grade in IRLL 20103 in order to take this class.  At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to conduct independent research with Irish texts.
IRST 20223:01
TR  11:00-12:15
Diarmuid Ó Giolláin
Introduction to Irish Folklore

This course will discuss the 19th century concept of folklore and its application in Ireland.  ‘Irish Folklore’ is usually understood in terms of three main and related domains:  ‘folk narrative’ (or oral literature), 'folk belief’ (or popular religion) and ‘material folk culture.’  These will be examined with special emphasis placed on narrative.  Representative oral narrative texts from the Gaelic tradition will be studied in translation. 

IRST 20628:01
MW  9:30-10:45
Nathaniel Myers
Creature Poetry

The world of Harry Potter may have its fantastic beasts - and it may be able to tell you where to find them - but this course contends that British and Irish poetry has been a central place to locate such creatures - animals both fantastic and mundane - for the past hundred years.  Throughout the semester, we will encounter many of the most important creatures to come out of this poetry, from W.B. Yeats’s rabbits and swans and D.H. Lawrence’s bats, to Ted Hughes’s “Thought-Fox” and Seamus Heaney’s otters and skunks, to the more otherworldly creatures of Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill’s 
mermaids and Edwin Morgan’s Loch Ness Monster.  Though the course will touch on many cultural concerns through its poetic focus on the “creaturely” - concerns such as those surrounding gender and class, race and the postcolonial - its running interests will include that of anthropomorphism and the depiction of nonhuman experiences and phenomenologies, including the ecological fantasy of human annihilation.  In addition, we will examine literary features such as genre and form, and will pair several weeks' poems with non-poetic fictional texts.  Students will be graded on class participation, a project of collaborative design, several small writing assignments, and two substantial writing assignments. 

IRST 23654:01

T  5:30-6:30
Sean McGraw
Ireland Inside Track Preparation Course
Four one hour class meetings plus a safety/security meeting in preparation for participation in the 8 Day Ireland Inside Track Summer Program.
IRST 30115:01

TR  3:30-4:45
Diarmuid Ó Giolláin
Folklore and Irish History
This course will examine notions of history in oral cultures with special reference to Ireland.  Who were those who transmitted oral traditions about historical events?  Which genres shaped oral historical traditions? In which contexts were these traditions transmitted?  What was the nature of the traditions?  What was their content?  What relationship did they have to the written record, to counter-hegemonic histories and to official histories?  To what extent, if any, can they be said to articulate a national perspective?  These are some of the questions that will be addressed, and case studies that illuminate special aspects of the subject such as oral traditions of the Vikings, of 1798, of the Famine and of landlords will be discussed in detail. 

IRST 30224:01

MW  2:00-3:15
Amy Mulligan
Travels to Medieval Holy Lands, Otherworlds and New Worlds

One of the most popular genres of medieval literature was the travel tale, and Celtic, Norse and British authors created an exciting range of stories about far-flung, fantastical, and holy or heavenly places, and the experiences of quite normal people in these often really abnormal places.  While these 
texts generally stage transformations, meetings, and confrontations with new peoples, landscapes and ideas at geographically remote sites, the narratives typically lead audience members to reflect on issues of identity and belief that are actually very close to home.  Analyzing the role of travel and visits to different worlds across several types of texts (legendary histories and origin accounts, hagiographies, adventure and voyage tales, sagas, pilgrimage accounts, etc.) we will identify several of the universal attributes, styles, compositional goals and motifs found in travel literature.  We will also explore the differences between, for instance, secular and sacred travel tales, with particular attention to the role of the audience, the reader who undertakes an imaginative, textual journey by turning a books pages or listening to a tales? oral performance.  Participants will read both primary literary texts (all available in English translation), as well as a number of critical essays. Primary texts (some excerpted) may include but are not limited to Lebor Gabála Érenn (Book of Invasions of 
Ireland), Acallam na Senórach (Colloquy of the Ancients), Navigatio Brendani (Voyage of St. Brendan), Irish immrama (voyage tales), the Prologue to Snorri Sturlusons? Gylfaginning (Fooling of Gylfi), the Norse Vínland sagas, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britanniae (History of the Kings of Britain), the Welsh Mabinogi, the Travels of Sir John Mandeville, and a pilgrimage account (TBD). 

IRST 30371:01
MW  11:30-12:20
Christopher Fox
Introduction to Irish Writers
As the visit to campus of the most recent Irish winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature suggests, this small island has produced a disproportionate number of great writers. Designed as a general literature course, the class will introduce the student to a broad range of Irish writers in English from the eighteenth century to the present.  Writers will include Jonathan Swift, Maria Edgeworth, Oscar Wilde, James Joyce, William Butler Yeats, Brian Friel, and John McGahern.  We will also look at recent film versions of several of these writers’ works, including Wilde’s Importance of Being Earnest.  Themes to be explored include representations of national character and the relationships between religion and national identity, gender and nationalism, Ireland and England, and “Irishness” and “Englishness.”  Students can expect a midterm, a paper (5-6 pages typed) and a final. 

IRST 30628:01
TR  2:00-3:15
Abigail Palko
(En)Gendering Revolution:  Literature of the Irish Fight for Independence

British colonization of Ireland (the only European nation to be colonized by a European imperial power) spanned centuries - and Irish resistance was equally sustained - by both men and women.  The final opening volley launched with the 1916 Easter Rising and independence was achieved with the 1919-21 War of Independence (though challenged with the 1921-22 Civil War).  As a newspaper headline proclaims, “Secret exploits of women who were crucial to freedom fight”: contrary to misconceptions that they were passive beneficiaries of the Irish fight for independence, women were active in paramilitary organizations like Cumann na mBan, undertook intelligence work, fought alongside Irish men (176 women applied for military pensions for active service performed between 1916 and 1923), and recorded their experiences in journalistic and fictional accounts.  This course will survey literary responses (both contemporaneous and retrospective) to the Easter Rising, the War of Independence, and the Civil War as we celebrate the centenary of the events leading to the founding of the Irish Republic.  As we engage with close textual readings, our prime focus will be on parsing out gendered differences in ways that men and women fought for Ireland as well as in how they describe the fight.  No prior knowledge of Irish history is presumed. 

IRST 40026:01
TR  3:30-4:45
Isabelle Torrance
Greek Tragedy and the Irish
The 20th and 21st centuries have seen numerous Greek tragedies adapted, translated or reconfigured by Irish dramatists in order to highlight social or political issues in Ireland.  In this course we will study a selection of these adaptations, in conjunction with English translations of the Greek originals on which they were based, to explore how Greek tragedy has been appropriated to an Irish context. 
Themes covered will include tensions within Irish politics and social issues relating to conceptions of religion, the place of women, and psychological disorders within Irish society. 

IRST 63000:01
TBA

Christopher Fox

Irish Studies Graduate Pro Seminar

Irish Studies Pro Seminar is built around the Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies semester-long Irish Studies Seminar events (irishstudies.nd.edu). Students will attend a program of internationally recognized scholars, artists, musicians and politicians addressing the Institute this semester for one hour of class credit.  This course must be taken twice as part of the requirements for a graduate minor in Irish Studies.


